MroAhchaet Ceremello

REDACTED

Re: FPPC No. 08/0813; in the Matter of Michael Ceremello, Dave Scholl, and
Steve Aldexander

Dyear Mr. Ceremello:

The Fair Pohtical Practices Commussion ("Commussion™) enforees the provisions of the
Political Reform Act ("Act™) found in Government Code Section $1000, and following.! The
Commussion has compieted its investigation of the swomn complaint that was sobmtted against
vou refated to vour candidacy for election to the Dixon City Council in November 2068, The
complamt alleged that vou finiled to file as a conumittee and report the campaign activity related
to your pubhications in Dixon’s_Independent Voice.

There 15 insufficient evidence in this matter to establish a vielation of the Act and we are

closing this case without further action.

‘The Act defines a committee as any person or combination of persons who recetve
contributions totahing $1,000 or more m a catendar vear, {Section 82013y The Act requires

commitiees 1o report campuign contributtons and expenditures on campaign statements. {Section

S42i 1. subds, (ayand (b

A contribution s a payment nade for pelitieal purposes tor which tull and adequate

constderation is nof recetved, (Section $20105, subd 100 Contrthutions alse come m the form of
¢ to o candidate or commitice, and goods or services
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An expenditure 18 any mongtary or gonmonetary pavment made by a candidate for a
polittcal purpose. {Section 82025; Regulation 18225, subd. (a}2){A)) An expenditure does not
include costs incurred for communications which expressly advocate the nomination, election or
defeat of a clearly identified candidate or candidates by a regularly published newspaper,
magazine or other pertodical of general circulation which routinely carries news, articles and
commentary of general interest, (Regulation 18225, subd. (b)(4)a).)

Dixon’s Independent Voice is a weekly published newspaper in Dixon which routinely
cames news, articles and commentary of general interest. The investigation revealed that the
newspaper has published your articles as a volunteer writer for more than 10 years, It wus also
established that you did not receive compensation, nor did you pay the newspaper for publishing
the articles. In this matter, you wrote several editorials that were published in Dixon’s
Indepgndent Voice from August 2008 through October 2008 related to the November election.
Since Dixon's independent Voice 1s a regularty published newspaper which routinely carries news,
articles and commentary of general interest, the publication of the articles were not contributions
under the Act. As such, Dixon’s Independent Voice did not make contributions to you,

Furthermore, you also paid for two advertisements in Dixon’s Independent Voice in
October 2008 seeking voter support for your candidacy in the election. The investigation
established that the value of these two advertisements, which were attributable to vou as
expenditures, did not exceed $1,000 based on regular advertising rates for the paper. Therefore,
vour expenditures for the advertisements i Dixon's Independent Voice did not quality vou as a
committee und you did not have an obhgation to report the expenditures.

The Commission publishes forms and manuals to facilitate compliance with the provisions
of the Act and provides guidance regarding filing obligations over the telephone and through
written advice, Please cail the Commission’s Technical Assistance Division at 18662733772 or
visit our website at www fpipc.ca.gov if vou need assistance.

Sincerely,

REDACTED

MELLONIE Y ANG
Assistant Chief
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